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MivzaaLs or Koomouray,
Dr O, P, Hubbard, professor of chemistry, Dart.
- fmouth College, in » communication lo Siliman's American
Journal, described some mines of lesd, sulpbur, snd orpi.
| ment, which exist hthl-wqumvﬂodb;?h

 ontives there, The lead mines are found muialy in tbo
Nestorian  Where they we worked chiofly to furwish
balls for rifles. hhlm:‘hluylumdu.uﬂu

' ) gRing the ore
and bringing it out to the surface, The ore vceurs fn veine,

which run in various directions, into the body of u bigh
 {mountals, The minoral iv exported to every part of Persia

and Turkey, where it in largely used inmhpmml.
tion with which Mussulmen remove the hair growing on
their bodies, when frequenting the baths, far buir is an
abomination to them, exeept on (he face, and & lock or two
on the heed, Orpiment is also used by them as u pigment,
| Mr ) D, Dana informs me be has purchased specimens of

orpiment in Bymraa, which were probably derived from this
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" Mghmet Bey has been rvplaM by Fikei Ef-

~+ fondias chicf of the Pera and Galata police,

0. 0‘ i

¢ % Pavlaki Mussurus, Prince of Samos, has ar-
rived in Constantinople.

Chicsa, and some USyrds oy
i ress ot the Sultan’s Palace,

on thm The
Kurds had been sent on board to land the

ship's cargo, whichl gonsisfed of bricks but
they would Wb perform their duty as directed
A row thereupon ensued, which lasted for some
20 minntes, and endgl ds being

resemliOrc, Where gt of
m of the Felice.
peared on the seqng, ANd TECCNCTTTCAY blow

on the head fro b & brick thrown by an Italian
sailor, who, being thereupoq arrcated, 18 now in

th custody of his own Uonsulall

THE FEVAIDI 0SMANIE AND THE
CHIRKETL-HAIRID,

A ereat deal of ill-fee;i-;rg has been, manifested
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by the laboring classex of Great Urling. a
Eritian on alcobolic liquors aud 1o | wasx adva
bacco at 6 per cent of their income. | elaborate

The poople of Italy are the most ! Dudlex
Leavily taxed of any civilized nation. | assisted
The state taxation equals 22 per | of Louis
cent of the earnings of the people. fort and

Mulhall estimates that the asunual | ton
taxes of the world aggregate the Toe B
enormous suma of CSTO, 020,000 sermbled,

The Egyptian government pays Plsciog t
interest on £12.000,000 Nile canal bead, aft
debt, £6,000,000 Suecz canal bon.i= | oD was ¢
squeezing the mouney ocut of the | was the
farmers. nesistant

Newspaper duty was inveuted by  augural |
Queen Auvue. It was origivally a of the E
penny on eaclhh sheet, afterwards  uplifting
raised to 4 pence. and abolished in | Urling &
AS55. the Univ

Only a few years ago the Shah of | He is =
Fersia bad = sveculating goverunor,  laogusge
guilty of stealing the royal taxes. | Greek s
boiled to death in = closed caldrom rector of

of water. city. T
The inauguration of the modera Christ ¢
syst of taxati was in Vemnice, cburch ¢

which Jlevied taxes on lands and Boony
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maod imports. west of
There is a tax oo grave stones io this afe
Eogland, and the man who wislies blowing
to inclose a grave by means «f & causing
fence or wall is compeilled 1o jay Boomvill

dearly for the privilege. savere.
Coffee is taxed £72 a ton in France L. Stepl
£56 in Xtaly, £40 in_Austria. £25 in | mooring
Portugal, £22 in Norway. £20 in down ax
and Spaio, £15 in Russia in the C

pay more taxes than the people of fall was
any other mation or the globe. The streetls v
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MRS, WILLIAM BELL LOWE.
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& Southern woman (o the presidency of the
Eeneral fed -

Mr= o
in len. mn‘- for three yea Toweve
= n her entire time to it sine
o It maud as ahe 1o B woinan of
;.' %ind rezources, rhe has Fisen 10 the

e,
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As yet the pew president has not an
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lose in IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

ent. of

: In 1900 Germany imported $21,420,000
ppears | wosth of tobacco.
Y€ MaT| The cotton exported from the United |
States during the past year amounted
» from | ¢ 3 330,890,448 pounds.
‘I:Ottf?(:' Siberian butter is now sent in large
Juanuties fo London and Hamburg,

Erwise,

Of Arabian wool thh
i considered b
Mosul and fron

t .fro

b prep-
as lost
though
‘R re-

[0 S PR ONE & [s) p)g_ar—
| pttes, valued at $1,73,000, oy fully five
'r pro- | times as many as ten years ago, weye
less in | consumed in Germany,
equal, The imports of German fuel Into
in wa-| Switerland in 1900 were as follows:
than a | Coke, 126,210 tons; coal, 1,145,418 tons;
briquettes, 307,813 tons; total, 1,579,441
tons.
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New Petroleum Deposits in Asia.
From Harper's Weekly, o

Yiurope as well as America {8 interested
in the dlscovery and exploitation of new
petroleum deposits, and at present Mesopo-
tamia is the country to which attention is
being directed. There have been discovered
in the Province of Bagdad, near the Tigris
and north of Samarna, 2 number of rich
springs, while on the Tuphrates near Hit
similar springs also have been found,

On accourt of the brigands thls district
does not afford good opportunity for pros-
pecting and development, but in the Kerkuk
district the future for such activity is much
more promising, and not anly petroleum,
but also coal, ia found, the former heing
used for lighting by the natives, whils the
coal has been trfed on the Tigris steam-
shipa, proving, hewever, top Dbituminous.
“fhere Is every evidence that the petroleum
deposits are extensive and wiH repay a.mxlxle
working, but it is believed that the compie-
tion of the Bagdad rallway and increased
shipping facilitieg on the Tigrls must he
provided before they can be turned to prac-
tical account. B
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pas spécialistes de Pindustrie

qui désirent élargiv leurs. oounusan
cel ordre d'idées, la voie qui s’

sur le terrain des recherches.
auxquelles peuvent difficilement
crer les chimistes de tannerie confinés
les travaux d’analyse et de controle d
rations de lannage.

Pour M, le D* Levi, l'opération dwhmisg@ :

est encore dans son enfance, la
recherches est 4 peine entamée,

point de vue, les dix prochaines années ver- |

ront les plus grands progrés qui aient ¢lé
jamais fa!ls dam indusme du cuir.
. Les questions suivnulu ont été traitées
pendant les séances de la nouvelle section :
La vraie valeur tannante des matiéres lan-
nantes végétales, par John-Arthur Wnlson et
Erwin J. Kern.
L'effet du sel neutre el s muiére_ se
«comporter dans la fabrication du cuir, p:
John-Arthur Wilson et &iwln A Gnllun.
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“WANNA 1S STILL FALLING

Food of Children of lsrael In Wil-
derness Found In East

Washington, March 24, —'The biblical
story of the feeding of the children o
Israel upon marna from heaven during
their forty daye in the wilderness until
they came to the land of Canaan is no
poetry and does not record u miracle,
according t¢ Oscar 8, Hoizer, American
consul in Jeuslem, in an official report
today.

Consul Heizer says manna is found

today in tl | Upper Mesapo-
tamia lnd| gg%ﬁ lnnr along the
Persian frontier, alls, he says, in th

form of dew during the monthe of Sep-
tember, October and November, and
jodges upon the leaves of oak trees. Ith
immediately hardens and assumes thel
form of a grain. Early in the mornin
Lefore the heat of the day it is gathered
by spreadiog sheets beneath the trees.
The manpa falls on other vegetation.
including grass, but all is lost excep
:hgt which is gathered from the oak
caves,
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engine type (semi-Diesel and Diesel) is the increasing
spread of rural electrification.

There are 16,436 steam engines in use, having a total
horsepower of 218,828. Many of the farms over 200
hectares in arca have steam power plants installed, and
187,000 horsepower of the total for stcam engines is
used on these large farms. Windmills are not very
important, amounting to 6,743, with a total horsepower
of 53,044 Water wheels are not employed much more
than windmills, the number of these listed being 9,896
with horsepower amounting to 79,168. In this class
of water-driven machinery was enumerated 3.175 water
turbines, with aggregate horsepower of 26,485,
Automotive Equipment—Tractors.

Only 1,438 farms are enumerated as having “agri-
cultural purpose trucks,” the number of these being
given as 1,539 or slightly more than one truck to the
small number of farms so equipped. Their total horse-
power is given at 47,105.

The use of tractors is of course much more extensive,
but is probably considerably short of what it will be
in the coming years. The census lists 4,044 farms, us-
ing 44,053 tractors, having a total horsepower of
111,973. Of the farms equipped with tractors, 1440
have an area of 200 hectares each and more, and these
large farms employ a total of 1,665 tractors, having a

COMMERCE REPORTS
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combined horsepower of 54,455. There appears to be
room for considerable expansion in the use of tractors,
and these machines would probably be used much more
than they are but for the large number of small farms
and the wide use of the electric motor, which can be
employed for miscellaneous farm work for which trac-
tors are ordinarily used in the United States.

Electric Motors Source of Power on Smaller Farms.

The electric motor is used more than any other type
of power equipment on German farms. A total of
746810 electric motors, having a combined horsepower
rating of 3,334,051 is employed. These motors repre-
sent 80 per cent of all of the power equipment used, and
the only exception to the overwhelming use of the elec-
tric motor is on farms having an area greater than 200
hectares. While the electric motor is the predominat-
ing source of power on farms under 2 hectares in ares,
the total horsepower used is small in comparison with
that used on the farms in the 50-hectare class, 90 per
cent of the power employed on these farms being pro-
vided by electric motors.

See also—
Cable review, Latin America: Outlook more encouraZiig
in Chile.

Tariffs and trade regulations: Portuguese consular involee
fees reduced.

LUMBER
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THE FOREST OF SARDASHT

Consul Augustin William Ferrin, Tabriz, Persia

The only forest of present commercial consequence
in Persian Azerbaijan is that of on the
mountainous Turkish frontier, south of Urumia. It
has not, up to the present, been utilized except by the
local population, and such use has been wasteful.
During this last summer (1927) the Emir-i-Leshgar
(military commander) of Azerbaijan stated that hence-
forth the forest would be looked after as it should be.
Until now, the local inhabitants have used it without
control, until in the vicinity of villages it is practically
destroyed. In less accessible places it has gone com-

letely wild. Now a series of regulations has been
1ssued restricting the villages to the use of fallen or
dead trees as fuel, one-tenth of the branches and leaves
of old trees and the tops of the new grown trees for
fodder, and an amount of building wood authorized in
specific instances by the authorities. These privileges
a?ply only to forest within 14 versts (about 9 miles)
of villages. No trees may be cut down for any pur-
pose, anywhere, without particular permission, and on
all forest products a tax and profit must be paid to the
Government, by which the forest is owned. Penalties
for making fires in the forest, for mutilating trees,
unauthorized exploitation, etc., are provided.

Extent of Forest and Varieties of Trees. I

The extent of the Sardasht forest is officially stated
to be 800 square miles, of which about 25 per cent
consists of mature trees, 60 per cent of younger trees,

llis, Acting Chief, Lumber Division

mainly oak and is estimated to contain 100,000 trees
capable of being cut into railway ties.
Half the oaks, both old and young, produce gallnuts,

which give the forest its principal value under present
conditions and provide the native Kurds Jwith their
chief revenue from the forest. ere are two prin:

cipal sorts of gall-producing.oaks, one yieldin:_’ larger
galls than the other. Another oak, the ¥ yalov,” yields
large acorns, the cups of which are used in tanning.
The “ giavoosh  has edible acorns and its wood is

in making furniture. A}ll the varieties of oaks are used

for ties. The “saga a_kind of spruce, produces a
gum which thd Kurds chew|and a cone whose
they cat. The ©Dn: and “taook” are understood

a

to be similar to hickory. Their wood is strong and
supple and is used in making tool handles and bent
wood chairs.

The “bokh ” yields wild plums which the villagers
dry and eat, and the “ chagala,” a bitter almond, is used
in making medicine. Branches of the “balalook,” 8
wild cherry tree, are used to make Persian pipe stems.
The “tirvee ” produces a red berry used as a laxative
Wild apricot, almond, and pear trees are cut for fire-
wood and for manufacture of charcoal.

Of bushes and shrubs, the “gavan” yields three
grades of gum tragacanth, which was formerly a prin-
cipal export of Azerbaijan and the production of
which, it is believed, can be largely increased under
proper supervision. Other shrubs and bushes give
products locally used or are burned as fuel.

Annual Production.

and 15 per cent of clearings. The mature forest is

8

No figures of annual production of forest products
exist. Two years ago the provincial government made

7
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& contract with certain individuals near the forest for
16,000 sleepers for the Tabriz-Julfa railway, but only
2,000 acceptable sleepers were delivered. One thousand
more were offered by the village chief of Musul, but
were rejected because he refused to allow the railway
buyers to pick and choose from them.

A forester sent into Sardasht by the railway admin-
istration has estimated that, properly exploited, the
forest can furnish 20,000 sleepers annually. No record
of other products can be obtained, but the following
estimate of Government revenues from the forest, based
ons 50 per cent tax on oak and gallnuts and 25 per cent
on gums, etc., may give some idea of the possibilities.
Values are given in krans, the kran being worth ap-
proximately 10 cents.

COMMERCE REPORTS
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The Boom in the Latvian Timber Market

Commercial Attaché C. J. Mayer. Riga

An unusual revival of the Latvian timber trade is
noticed during the current year. All export lumber
sawed last year is reported as profitably sold. Lumber
merchants assert that even fourth-grade lumber found
a good market abroad.

The participation of timber buyers at the stumpage
auctions this year has never before been so lively and
bids often exceeded 170 per cent of the appraised value
of the trees. Lots which last year could not be sold
even upon reduction of the prescribed value are now
being easily sold with surpluses.

The prices paid for timber at the 1927 auctions rose
The average buying price at the auction on
22 was 489 lats (the lat equals $0.193) per

Krans iteadi]yl.

&ﬁmd ties. 180, 000

s 000

e <
Chewing gum. 1,200
Paste. 1,200 | € ]
Fuel 50,000 | increasing tren
Reeds, for mats. 2,000

Actuslly, only about 75,000 krans has been collected
per annum, the foregoing figures being guesses at what
would have been received had the legal tax on all the
products been collected.

The capital value of the oak trees of the forest is
estimated at from $0.40 for young trees to $10 for
mature timber.

Transportation of Timber.

Transportation of timber from Sardasht is simple.
It is floated down the Soujboulak River, which ap-
proaches to within 10 miles of the forest, in the spring,
when the snows melt, to Hayderabad on Lake Urumia,
where there is a pier. The river’s banks are hard and
afford ample facilities for storage between shipping
seasons. From Hayderabad the wood is barged across
Lake Urumia to Sherifkhana, where it meets a branch
of the Tabriz-Julfa Railway, the rail distances being
about 30 miles to Tabriz and 50 to Julfa on the Russian
border. The lske distance from Hayderabad to She-
rifkhana is about 20 miles. The Tabriz-Julfa Railway
owns 14 barges, 8 of them iron, and 7 motor tugboats.
The river Tatavan also is used for floating timber from
certain parts of the forest to the lake, but is not as
serviceable as the Soujboulak River.

Gallnuts and are generally carried out by cara-
vans of pack mules and donkeys, through Iraq to Mosul,
whence they can be rafte'd'dowi:‘ the TiEris to Bagdad or

to Tabriz via Soujt is brought to
Tabriz by lake and rail.
The Emir-i-Leshgar reports that he has made a

river flowing into Iraq navigable for small boats, by
building dams and portages, and that he has erected a
bridge over the river which facilitates caravan traffic
both to Mosul and Tabriz.

Prices of Products.

Prices in the first week of November, 1927, of the
principal forest products f. o. b. Hayderabad were
about as follows: Sleepers, each, 7.50 krans; firewood,
per kharvar (650 pounds), 18 krans. Cost of transpor-
tation from Hayderabad to Tabriz by lake and rail is
about 10 krans per kharvar. By caravan from Souj-

S
cubic meter (35.3 cubic feet) ; on October 5, 5.27 lats;
on October 13, 6.32 lats; on October 20, 6.87 lats; and
on October 26, 7.79 lats. The percentage by which bids
exceeded the appraised value also showed a gradually

cf—6l per cent at the first above-men-
tioned auction; 62 per cent at the second; 66 per cent
at the third; 82 per cent at fourth; and 85 per cent
above the prescribed value at the last auction.

Cut-offs

Swedish November Lumber Export.

November exports from Sweden of lumber and wood
products, excluding paper and pulp products, were
valued at about $7,800,000, states a recent cable from
Commercial Attaché T. O. Klath, Stockholm. The
state of the lumber industry continues prosperous,
while that of the pulp and paper industry is not so
good.

Argentine Lumber Surplus Decreasing.

Lumber is moving more actively into consumption
and stocks are gradually lowering, leading to an im-
provement in the situation, acmrfing to a cable from
Commercial Attaché A. V. Dye, Buenos Aires.

State of Netherland Wood-Using Industries at End of Year.

Building has been active, though probably less in
total for 1927 than for 1926, and employment in these
trades is lower. The woodworking industries show im-
provement. Shipbuilding is less active, owing to for-
eign competition. Lumber consumption has been good,
but the market is glutted and sales are often made
below cost, says a cable report from Commercial
Attaché Van Wickel, The Hague.

Doubled Polish Lumber Exports to Germany Possible.

A provisional wood agreement signed on November
30, and effective December 5, 1927, grants to Poland
the right to double its exportations of lumber into
Germany amounting to 1,250,000 cubic meters per year.
(Estimated about 450,000 M, assuming approximately
one-half each logs and lumber.)

The importance of Polish wood supplies to Germany
and the German outlet for Polish wood is indicated by
this provision being the first outcome of the commer-
cial treaty negotiations. An article in the December
19 issue of Coxerce Rerorts showed German lumber
imports for nine months, 1927. The details of the
agreement are given in the Tariffs and Trade Regula-
tions section of this issue of Coserce RErorTs.

boulak is somewhat higher.
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